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him, and part of the later troubles in connexion with
recruiting arose from the incapacity of the Egyptian
Expeditionary Force to recognize the strength of
Egyptian prejudice upon that point.

Unable to enlist Saidis, the Directorate of Military
Labour looked confidently to the Delta for the supply
of men. The result was less satisfactory than had been
anticipated. The fellah is an agriculturist, not a
navvy, and his capacity to excavate earth is con-
siderably inferior to that of the Saidi. Worse still,
only with great difficulty is he persuaded to leave
his village. Service in the Labour Corps was never
attractive to him, and almost from the first there
was difficulty in obtaining the required number of
recruits. Still that difficulty might have been sur-
mounted had not constant expansion of the Corps
taken place. Even as early as the spring of 1917 the
recruiting situation was unsatisfactory. The extension
of the railway and pipe line from Qatiya into Palestine
had called for the formation of fresh companies, and
simultaneously other theatres of war were clamouring
for a share of Egypt's labour.1 It became obvious then
that unless some measure of compulsion was applied,
sufficient recruits for the Egyptian Auxiliary Corps
would never be available.2 It is desirable to be clear
upon one point. The objection of the fellah to serve
in the Labour and other Auxiliary Corps was due to
no fear of harsh treatment in the field. Once drafted
into a company he accepted his new condition of
life without complaint. He might well do so. The
ration was good and plentiful; the daily task of work
within his capacity to perform; and rough and ready
justice distributed impartially. In turn the men
behaved well. Yet it would be incorrect from that

1  Between the autumn of 1915 and the spring of 1916, 8,500 EX.C.
were drafted to Mesopotamia and 10,500 to France.

2  The subject is treated more fully in Chapter XV.